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Students learn
from accidents
The reality of having your
own car lasted only a few
weeks or months when a
careless driving technique trans-
formed one's reality into a shat-
tered dream.
Fear or courage came after the
accident and before confronting
the parents. Teenagers worried
over what their parents would
say or do after finding out what
happened to their child's car.
But, more likely, a parent wor-
ried about their child instead of
the car.
"After my car accident I
thought my dad would blow his
top and ground me 'til I was
twenty! When I finally went
home and told him, he was most-
ly worried about me and didn't
care about the car, too much,"
explained Joy Parker.
Though car accidents were oc-
casionally caused by drunk driv-
ers many resulted as an uninten-
tional mistake by the driver.
"I was on Gulf-to-Bay stopped
at a red light before school one
morning. Before I knew it my foot
slipped off the brake and I ran
into the car ahead of me," said
Kelll King.
In most cases the car wasn't
the only thing affected by the ac-
cident. A lot of the time the insur-
ance went up or was even
dropped by the company.
"My insurance went up almost
two hundred dollars a year," said
John Hoffman, who hit a car
while turning left onto Gulf-to-
Bay from Hercules.
King explained, "My insur-
ance totally dropped because of
the accident."
Along with the damage to the
vehicle and the raise in insurance
fees there were also physical
problems that affected their fam-
ilies top.
Since the accident my neck
has really been hurting me and
I've had to wear a neck brace to
cut down on the tension," Blan-
ton explained.
Although the accidents were
over in a split second the effects
of the occence on the lives of the
victims remained with them.
Hoffman said, "I'm really
paranoid when I come to an inter-
section. I don't think that I'll ever
get over the impact the accident
had on me." ?
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